Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece A: a narrative

Context: after watching the short film ‘The Present’, pupils were tasked with writing the
narrative to accompany it for an audience of children from years 4 and 5.

The Present

In a dark and gioomy room, a boy perched tensely on the edge of a faded grey sofa
as'the sound of gunfire punctured the stuffy air. He was completely motionless.
Completely still, Even his intense, saucer-like eyes were unblinking. The anly
mavement in the dwelling was the gquivering of an ant’s antenna and the rapid
twitching of the boys fingers on a controller, Suddenly, the gunfire stopped and
there was an intruding beep, beep; the boy sighed deeply. Slowly, he took a huge,
shaky breath and started the whole process again.

Abruptly, the door creaked open and a woman who resembled the boy, blwétered in,
causing a beam of light to penetrate the gloom. Momentarily, the boy's dilated
pupils flickered away from the 12 inch screen only to dash back after seeing who it
was.

“Honey I'm home,” the boy's mum trilled, “Sorry I'm so late. The traffic was terrible.”

After bustling around for a minute, the woman headed directly for him with a
substantial box. She hurriedly dumped it on the coffee table immediately in front of
the boy (who was still playing his warfare game and swerved to avoid it obstructing
his vision). Vfffffffttt. The jarring sound of the living room blinds being hoisted open
distracted the boy for a second. Instantaneously, light filled the room, rudely
interrupting the murky environment and making the boy pause for a second to
adjust . Twittering like an especially annoying bird, the woman, who was dressed in a
white T-shirt and black tights, marched back into the kitchen.

"fren't you going to open the present | got you ™ she called,

“Whaa?!.... Huh... Me?.....!" the boy mumbled vaguely, the word ‘present’
snapping him out of a haie of pixals,

His eyes fell upon the large cardboard box that was settled tantalisingly right in front
of his face. Slowly and cautiously, savouring every moment, the boy raised a corner
of the mysterious box and expectantly peered in, only to see a pair of inguisitive
eyes peering right back at him. Ecstatic, the boy reached in and pulled out the ball of
fluff, observing it adoringly.

“Sick,” the boy exclaimed, scrutinising him closely, all the while trying not to get
whipped by its thrashing tail. The puppy had silky golden fur, a short, stubby,
energetic tail and trusting, hazel eyes. As if being tickled, the puppy playfully
wriggled and writhed In the boy's hands and that's when he noticed... Where his
front left paw should be, there was a stump. He only had three legs. The puppy
vapped playfully and stared back up at him with his big, round eyes but the boy
cruelly tossed him ontao the rigid floar.

“She's got to be kidding," he growled in disgust pleking up the controller and
returning to his game as if nothing had happened, Undeterred, the puppy scrambled
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about, got up and walked back over the boy. Suddenly, the boy lashed out, kicking
the puppy in fury. “Get lost!” he shouted.

Relentlessly, the puppy got up and set off to explore his new habitat with a tsunami
of enthusiasm. A second later, the sound of gunfire re-entered the room but the boy
wasn't completely consumed: half of him was now focussed on the adorable puppy,
who was currently attempting to run but kept tripping. With a new-found, gleaming
ball in his mouth, the resolute puppy made his way back to the boy tripping and
stumbling along the way. As soon as he reached the boy, the puppy dropped the red
ball and nudged it with his nose towards his new friend who kicked it aggressively
into the cardboard box, which was now strewn over the polished wooden floor.
Oblivious to the boys anger, the puppy incessantly lurched forwards towards the
ball, thereby getting himself stuck in the cardboard box and earning himself a
chuckle from the boy.

Unable to concentrate on his game or refuse the ceaseless, young puppy, the boy
picked up the magenta ball along with his crutches. "We’'ll be outside mum|[” he
called, while manoeuvring his single leg around the door.
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Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece B: a non-chronological report

Context: pupils explored the features of report writing and then wrote about Howard
Carter as part of their work on Ancient Egypt.

The Discovery of a Lost Pharaoh

It is widely known to Egyptologists (historians who are interasted in Ancient Egypt) that on the 177
February 1923, a major break-through into ancient history was made. It was on this date that
Howard Carter, who was born in Norfolk, England, famaously discovered the lost tamb of sfygone
pharaoh: the 18-year-oid, King Tutankhamun. Carter's effort to persevere has influenced out
knowledge of Ancient Egypt every since.

About Howard Canter

Howard Carter was possibly the most famaous Egyptologist who ever lived; even as a child, he loved
history [especialty the Ancient Egyptian civilisation). He studied to be an archaeologist and at the age
of 17, he got his dream Job In Egypt - copying Ancient Egyptian wall paintings and inscriptions on
archaeological sites. However, that's where Carter's good fortune ceases: he was not o wealthy man
and If he wanted to pursue his true dreams, be needed a sponsor. Fortunately, in 1907, he found the
perfect man (Lord Carnarvon) with whom he shared the same passion. Ten years later, Carter and
Carnarvon embarked on their first expedition to discover King Tut,

The Discovery

The ground-breaking discovery of the 19-year-old pharaoh {Tutankhamun) toak five years in total.
Five whaole years of excreciating hard work until they finally found his tomib — it was worth it! After
painstakingly uncovering the annexe, the duo were able to unearth a gateway which bed into King
Tut's burial chamber and after that, his treasury. In the burlal chamber, there were four gilded
shrines; each one bigger than the one inside. Furthermere, there were aver three to four thousand
items = aach one @ pricebess artefact,

All of this was located 3.9m (13 ft) under the tomb of King Rameses VI in the Valley of the
Kimgs | the traditional burial place of pharachs),

The key events

It was 1918 when it all started: the dig for King Tut's tomb. Butl, it was the key events following this
date which were egually as crucial; they commenced fram the 1% November 1922, it was on this
date that the final season of working in The Valley of the Kings took place. Four days later —on
November 9" - the first steps leading to Tutankhamun’s tomb were unearthed, These led to a door
sealed with brick and plaster. Eighteen days later, Lord Carnarvon and his daughter arrived at the
dig- subseguently, on the 26" November, a second doar was opened and inside, was the

antechamber of the tomb. Finally, on 17" February 1923, Tutankhamun's tomb was opened and the
concealed treasure rediscovered.

Howard Carter ... the most famous Egvptologist ever?

By studying Howard Carter, it is clear his discoveries have influenced history as we know it but
whether or not he was the most famous, that is for you to decide.
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Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece C: a speech

Context: as part of their work on the Romans, pupils read ‘Roman Quests’ by Caroline
Lawrence. They were asked to write a persuasive speech in role (Calpurnia) to another
character, Juba, to persuade him to exchange his baby sister in return for safe passage
to Britannia. Note that purple text is the pupil’s own editing.
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Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece D: a diary entry

Context: After reading ‘Roman Quests’ by Caroline Lawrence, pupils were asked to write
a diary entry from the viewpoint of one of the characters (Fronto). Note that purple text is
the pupil’s own editing.
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Key stage 2

Pupil B — Piece E: a persuasive report

Context: following the year 6 residential camp, pupils were asked to write a formal report
stating the advantages of this trip in order to secure funding and support for future trips
from governors and parents.
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Pupil C
This collection includes:

A
B
C
D
E
F

a letter of complaint

a narrative describing a single episode
a narrative describing a series of events
an explanation text

a persuasive letter

a diary entry
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